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added that he had never written any article of that
kind for the press. Many years later the editor of
that newspaper, one of the most shameless of the
malignants, calmly reported in a batch of reminis-
cences that Jefferson did contribute many of the
most flagrant articles. Senator Lodge, in comment-
ing on this affair, caustically remarks: "Strict ve-
racity was not the strongest characteristic of either
Freneau or Jefferson, and it is really of but little
consequence whether Freneau was lying in his old
age or in the prime of life." *

An unbiassed searcher after truth to-day will find
that the circumstantial evidence runs very strongly
against Jefferson. He brought Freneau over from
New York to Philadelphia, he knew the sort of work
that Freneau would and could do, he gave him an
office in the State Department, he probably dis-
cussed the topics which the ''National Gazette" was
to take up, and he probably read the proof of the
articles which that paper was to publish. In his
animosities the cloak of charity neither became him
nor fitted him*

Several years later, when Bache's paper, the " Au-
rora," printed some material which Washington's
enemies hoped would damage him, Jefferson again
took alarm and wrote to Washington to free himself
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